2012 Far West Youth Regional Championships
The 2012 Far West Youth Regional Championships (Regionals) will be held for the first time in many years in Phoenix, June 17-24, 2012.  State champions from the region in the Under 12 through Under 19 age groups will be participating with 232 teams expected.  
Arizona typically has approximately 20 referees travel to other locations to officiate this tournament.  This year, as host, we will need an additional 40-50 “reserve” referees to be assistant referees and fourth officials from Monday through Wednesday; some of the reserve referees may be chosen to work in the quarterfinals on Friday (Thursday is an off day).  High level refereeing is the norm at this tournament and we will be providing training prior to Regionals at ODP Regionals and during Open Cup and State Cup to prepare everyone.  

The standard expectations to be a referee at Regionals include at least 2 years of experience, with at least one year of State Cup games, but with only the best 18-20 candidates chosen.  This year, additional referees are needed, but the standards of performance remain high and all referees will be expected to:
· Complete a fitness test:  12-minute run – 2,400 meters, 50 meters – 8.5 seconds & 200 meters – 35.0 seconds 

· Be observed or assessed by one of the Arizona referee assessor staff
· For referees who have not been at a previous Youth Regional or Regional ODP Championship, a recommendation from an assignor, assessor or referee with at least 5 years of experience detailing why the applicant should be considered

The general schedule of games is a round robin format Monday through Wednesday, Thursday is a day off, with a group dinner in the evening.  Games on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday are tentatively scheduled for 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. to avoid the hottest part of the day.  Quarterfinals, semifinals and finals are played on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, respectively.  Referees are typically assigned two to three games each on Monday through Wednesday, including assignments in the all-important position of fourth official.  Obviously, hydration and rest are absolutely critical to everyone’s health.  Training sessions, beginning on Sunday, are mandatory and will be in the afternoon at the host hotel.
 

First year referees are given few assignments on Saturday and Sunday, but it is still a possibility based on performance.  Please note that very experienced referees are often assigned to “lower level” games and all assignments at this tournament are rewards for the season past and performance at the Championships.  It is highly preferred that applicants are available for all of the tournament dates.  Hotel rooms can be provided for referees from outside the Phoenix metropolitan area.  Most rooms will have 3 referees to keep costs low.  Since the hotel this year is an Embassy Suites, we are expecting rooms with two beds plus a fold out couch.

People interested in refereeing at the 2012 Regionals have begun to supply their names.  Even if you have already done so, please enter your name and contact information through the link provided.  Applications will be made available at a later date.  Check back on the website for information updates.
Remember, the 2013 Regionals are in Hawaii!  So, apply for the 2012 Regionals to be in consideration for Honolulu.

Contact Murray Boess, State Youth Referee Administrator, for more information.

